The cornerstone of medical achievement relies on a strong, well-designed research agenda. The advancements that we have made begins with an idea and soon translates into research projects, which ignite interest, passion and with proper direction, evidence-based improvement in the care we offer our patients. Neonatal medicine is a relatively new field (the first board examinations were offered in 1975) but our 'therapeutic exuberance' has led to great advances as well as some misadventures. Collaboration, from the Latin word ''Collaborare'' which means 'to work together' is essential in order to accomplish many of the goals we set for ourselves in designing research agendas.
The Perinatal Section of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has recognized the importance of the collaborative spirit and promoted a workshop with the National Insititute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) to better define research priorities in neonatal/perinatal medicine. Agreeing that research priorities must evolve from evaluating acute neonatal intensive care issues to a broader scope including follow-up, both short-and long term was an important goal of this workshop.
Chaired by Drs Ronald Ariagno and Tonse Raju, and supported by the NICHD and the AAP, the workshop assembled a well-known group of individuals with diverse knowledge and experience. Research and opportunities in cardiopulmonary, pharmacology and nutrition were presented by Drs Jobe, Ward, Lane, Albertine and Hay. Training and research in gastroenterology, follow-up and epidemiology was addressed by Drs Neu, Hack and Gould. A most important aspect of the workshop dealt with the training of our physician-scientists and the methods necessary to train and retain underrepresented minority physician-scientists. Drs Pearce, Dennery, Valcarcel, Diaz and Santiago-Borrerro developed these topics. Finally, There was a need to examine the training programs in the United States and to evaluate the desires of the graduates of these programs as they followed their career path in Neonatology. Ariagno and Penn examined these issues.
The reader will find a great deal of comfort in evaluating the material presented in this workshop. Neonatal-Perinatal medicine remains a robust field with many exciting challenges for all of us. Translating the idea to a research project and then to its clinical application remains the goal of all physicians. This workshop has taken us one step closer to realizing these goals.
